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Students from Great Mills High School leave a nearby school on Tuesday, hours after a shooter opened fire and later died at a hospital. 


Gunman opens fire at Md. school 


Deputy now al 
center of debate on 
safely measures 


BY STEVE HENDRIX 
AND THERESA VARGAS 


Deputy Blaine Gaskill rushed 
toward the sound of gunshots in 
a Maryland high school Tues- 
day, putting himself not only in 
the line of fire but also at the 
center of the white-hot national 
debate on school safety. 

Gaskill, a 34-year-old SWAT- 
trained officer of the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office, was 
working as the school’s resource 
officer when a student opened 
fire in a first-floor hallway, strik- 


Blaine 
Gaskill, the 
school’s 
resource 
officer, 
confronted 
the shooter 
Tuesday. 


ing a female student and possi- 
bly a male classmate. Gaskill 
confronted the shooter as stu- 
dents and teachers scrambled 
for cover. Both fired their weap- 
ons, and the gunman was fatally 
wounded. Gaskill was not in- 
jured. 

Investigators were still re- 
viewing video and taking testi- 
mony to determine exactly what 
happened in the chaotic ex- 

GASKILL CONTINUED ON A4 


Shooter is dead, 
2 students injured 
in St. Mary’s County 


BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL, 
DONNA ST. GEORGE 
AND DEBBIE TRUONG 


When the commotion about 
someone with a gun began Tues- 
day, Isiah Tichenor, 18, stepped 
into the hallway at Great Mills 
High School to pull shut his 
classroom’s door but instead 
found himself watching the cli- 
max of a school shooting. 

He said he saw a classmate 
with a gun to his own head as a 


school resource officer rounded 
a corner at the Southern Mary- 
land school. Tichenor ducked 
back inside the classroom as he 
heard shouting. 

“Put the gun down!” the offi- 
cer yelled. “We know you don’t 
want to hurt anyone.” 

The officer ordered the stu- 
dent to drop the gun again be- 
fore two shots sounded, mark- 
ing the end of the latest school 
shooting in a nation weary of 
them. The shooter, identified as 
Austin Wyatt Rollins, 17, was hit 
and later died at a hospital. A 
female and a male student, ages 
16 and 14, were injured and 
hospitalized. 

The shooting, which played 
out against a rancorous national 

SHOOTING CONTINUED ON A4 


Few answers as Austin asks why — and who's next 


BY SCOTT WILSON 


AUSTIN — The Baileys convened a 
family meeting Tuesday over 
breakfast. This was an attempt to 
answer impossible questions from 
their four children, and, perhaps 
most important, impart advice the 
couple never believed they would 
have to give. 

“Tf you see anything, anything 
at all, you tell your mother and 
me,” Steve Bailey, an oil and gas 
executive, told the kids. 

Two evenings earlier, a bomb 
exploded a block away, along the 
route the children walk each day 
to and from the nearby Regents 
School of Austin, a private Chris- 
tian school many kids from the 
well-to-do neighborhood attend. 
If a pair of mountain bikers had 
not tripped the wire setting off the 
bomb, which was tucked in a box 
filled with nails, the device might 
still have been lurking as the 
neighborhood kids made their 
way to Monday morning classes. 

AUSTIN CONTINUED ON A6 


Feared link: A package bound for 
Austin explodes at FedEx facility. A6 
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Chrystal Murray, 34, lives down the street from where a bomb killed Anthony Stephan House in Austin 
on March 2. The payroll analyst and her neighbors have organized a watch program since the attack. 


Trump applauds 
Putin's reelection 


IGNORES INSTRUCTIONS FROM ADVISERS 


In phone call, president is silent on spy’s poisoning 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


President Trump did not follow 
specific warnings from his nation- 
al security advisers Tuesday when 
he congratulated Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin on his reelec- 
tion — including a section in his 
briefing materials in all-capital 
letters stating “DO NOT CON- 
GRATULATE,” according to offi- 
cials familiar with the call. 

Trump also chose not to heed 
talking points from aides instruct- 
ing him to condemn the recent 
poisoning of a former Russian spy 
in Britain with a powerful nerve 
agent, a case that both the British 
and U.S. governments have 
blamed on Moscow. 

The president’s conversation 
with Putin, which Trump de- 
scribed as a “very good call,’ 
prompted fresh criticism of his 
muted tone toward one of the 
United States’ biggest geopolitical 


rivals amid the special counsel 
investigation into Russia’s elec- 
tion interference and the Trump 
campaign’s contacts with Russian 
officials. 

Although the Trump adminis- 
tration has taken a tougher stance 
toward Russia recently — includ- 
ing new sanctions last week on 
some entities for election med- 
dling and cyberattacks — the pres- 
ident has declined to forcefully 
join London in denouncing Mos- 
cow for the poisoning of Sergei 
Skripal and his daughter Yulia in 
Salisbury, England, this month. 
They remain critically ill. 

Trump told reporters that he 
had offered his well wishes on 
Putin’s new six-year term during a 
conversation that covered a range 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A8 


‘Rule of law’: McConnell, Ryan 
express confidence in Mueller. A8 


A busy day: McCabe was queried 
on press as his boss was fired. A9 


kx-employee: Bannon 
oversaw data collection 


BY CRAIG TIMBERG, 
KARLA ADAM 
AND MICHAEL KRANISH 


LONDON — Conservative strat- 
egist Stephen K. Bannon oversaw 
Cambridge Analytica’s early ef- 
forts to collect troves of Facebook 
data as part of an ambitious pro- 
gram to build detailed profiles of 
millions of American voters, a for- 
mer employee of the data-science 
firm said Tuesday. 

The 2014 effort was part of a 
high-tech form of voter persua- 
sion touted by the company, which 
under Bannon identified and test- 
ed the power of anti-establish- 
ment messages that later would 
emerge as central themes in Presi- 
dent Trump’s campaign speeches, 
according to Chris Wylie, who left 


HENRY NICHOLLS/REUTERS 


Alexander Nix, chief executive 
of Cambridge Analytica, has 
been suspended. 


the company at the end of that 
year. 

Among the messages tested 
were “drain the swamp” and “deep 
state,” he said. 

Cambridge Analytica, which 
worked for Trump’s 2016 cam- 
paign, is now facing questions 

CAMBRIDGE CONTINUED ON A16 


Accuser’s case against 
‘Trump moves forward 


BY BETH REINHARD, 
EMMA Brown, 
FRANCES STEAD SELLERS 
AND MARK BERMAN 


A judge ruled Tuesday that a 
former “Apprentice” contestant’s 
defamation lawsuit against Presi- 
dent Trump may proceed, poten- 
tially allowing her lawyers to begin 
collecting evidence to support her 
claim that he forcibly kissed and 
groped her years ago. 

The decision in the case brought 
by Summer Zervos came on the 
same day a former Playboy play- 
mate, Karen McDougal, sued the 
publisher of the National Enquirer 
for the right to break her silence 
about the 10-month affair she says 
she had with Trump more than a 
decade ago. 

The nearly simultaneous devel- 


opments added to the political and 
legal challenges for the president, 
who has faced weeks of reports 
about his alleged affair with an- 
other woman, porn star Stormy 
Daniels, and his attorney’s effort to 
buy her silence. 

All three women are now seek- 
ing to tell their stories on their own 
terms. McDougal is scheduled to 
give an interview Thursday to 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper, while “60 
Minutes” is scheduled to air an 
interview with Daniels on Sunday. 

As she rejected Trump’s effort to 
block Zervos’s lawsuit from pro- 
ceeding, New York Supreme Court 
Justice Jennifer G. Schecter cited 
precedent from the Paula Jones 

WOMEN CONTINUED ON A11 


No, thanks: GOP lawyer declines 
offer to join Trump's legal team. A8 
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Closer to extinction The world’s last male 
northern white rhino has died, leaving limited 
options to save the species. A13 


Season’s greetings Spring came to the D.C. 
area — along with a heavy snow and school 
closings expected on Wednesday. B1 


THE NATION 
Intraparty battles 
defined tight Illinois 
primaries for governor 
and for the House on 
Tuesday. A2 

In studies since 1980, 
only 3 in 10 children 
asked to sketch a scien- 
tist drew a woman, but 
that’s still more than 
ever. A3 

The Bureau of Land 
Management auctioned 
leases for drilling near 
Utah’s national monu- 
ments despite Park 
Service concerns about 
environmental harm. A3 
The Supreme Court in- 
dicated that California’s 
law that antiabortion 


centers disclose state 
options for abortion 
services could violate 
free-speech rights. A5 
Travel costs for Scott 
Pruitt’s security detail 
exceeded $30,000 dur- 
ing the EPA chief's trip 
to Italy in June, new 
documents show. A10 
Major hurdles must be 
cleared before the pas- 
sage of a federal budget, 
increasing the likeli- 
hood of yet another 
shutdown. A10 

A federal court con- 
fronted whether prison- 
ers could be indefinitely 
detained at Guanta- 
namo Bay. A13 


THE WORLD 

President Trump gave 
the visiting Saudi crown 
prince a military- 
themed welcome and 
declared that “we make 
the best equipment in 
the world.” A5 

In South Korea’s steel 
heartland, workers wor- 
ry U.S. tariffs will alter 
their way of life. A12 


THE ECONOMY 
President Trump is 
expected to shift his 
trade policy from 
protecting blue-collar 
industries to safeguard- 
ing technology. A14 
After a deadly crash 
involving a driverless 
Uber vehicle, federal 
investigators are looking 
for broader safety in- 


sights for the burgeon- 
ing industry. A16 


THE REGION 

Part of a historic bridge 
that served as a lifeline 
to African Americans 
will be preserved on a 
trail in Silver Spring. B1 
Survivors of the earli- 
est school shootings, 
some now parents, are 
joining the gun-control 
movement. B1 
Proposed changes to a 
development plan fueled 
a heated D.C. Council 
gentrification debate. B1 


OBITUARIES 

Peter G. Peterson, a 
self-made billionaire 
financier who warned 
about the rising national 
debt, died at 91. B5 
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FOOD 

‘Grandma’s food’ 
Changing tastes are 
killing German 
restaurants. E1 


STYLE 

About tomorrow 
Music by Fleetwood Mac, 
Run-DMC and others will 
be preserved. C3 


BUSINESS NEWS 


LOTTERIES... 
OBITUARIES 
TELEVISION.. 


WORLD NEWG.........2002008 


A14 = 

«|  PostPeints 
3 | DAILY CODE, DETAILS, B2 
c5 5722 


CONTENT © 2018 
The Washington Post / Year 141, No. 106 


ppu wau 
0 3 


70628'21100 


